
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act 
Purpose of Act, Section 2 

 

2   The purpose of this Act is to support and promote the protection, 
enhancement and wise use of the environment while recognizing the 
following: 

 (a) the protection of the environment is essential to the integrity of 
ecosystems and human health and to the well-being of society; 

 (b) the need for Alberta’s economic growth and prosperity in an 
environmentally responsible manner and the need to integrate environmental 
protection and economic decisions in the earliest stages of planning; 

 (c) the principle of sustainable development, which ensures that the 
use of resources and the environment today does not impair prospects for 
their use by future generations; 

 (d) the importance of preventing and mitigating the environmental 
impact of development and of government policies, programs and decisions; 

 (e) the need for Government leadership in areas of environmental 
research, technology and protection standards; 

 (f) the shared responsibility of all Alberta citizens for ensuring the 
protection, enhancement and wise use of the environment through individual 
actions; 

 (g) the opportunities made available through this Act for citizens to 
provide advice on decisions affecting the environment; 

 (h) the responsibility to work co-operatively with governments of 
other jurisdictions to prevent and minimize transboundary environmental 
impacts; 

 (i) the responsibility of polluters to pay for the costs of their 
actions; 

 (j) the important role of comprehensive and responsive action in 
administering this Act. 
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